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About Pennsylvania Master Naturalist  
Pennsylvania Master Naturalist is a statewide partnership initiative that aims to connect people with 
their local ecosystems through intensive natural science training and local conservation service work.  It 
is a venture directed toward developing a local corps of “master volunteers and service providers” to 
offer education, outreach and service dedicated to the understanding and conservation of natural 
resources and natural areas within their communities. This year-round program has three components:  
the initial volunteer training course, volunteer service and continuing education. A Pennsylvania Master 
Naturalist volunteer is an individual with a passion for the natural world who participates in an intensive 
training program and uses his or her knowledge by giving back to the community through volunteer 
service. 
 
Annual Meeting Overview 
This engaging one day annual meeting is geared for Pennsylvania Master Naturalists which include 
volunteers and trainees of the program.  This meeting is hosted annually in different regions of 
Pennsylvania where Master Naturalist training occurs and ranges between 40 to 60 participants. During 
this annual meeting, attendees can expect to gain knowledge from a diverse range of programs, 
network with other participants, and obtain valuable tools to enhance their volunteer service work.  
Presentations typically include topics on natural history of the local region, natural area management 
and natural resource conservation, information on volunteer projects, skill development in nature 
interpretation, education and communications; hands-on activities, field-based learning, and tools and 
resources. 
 
2017 Annual Meeting 
This year’s meeting will be held in northern Chester County at the Green Valleys Association's 
Welkinweir property on Saturday, November 11, 2017.  We are seeking proposals for the following 
presentation types: 

• Oral Presentation:  Oral presentations are limited to 45 minutes which should include 35 
minutes for the actual presenting and 10 minutes for questions.  Oral presentations may 
highlight natural history and natural resource topics, volunteer projects and issues relevant to 
our audience. 

• Workshop Presentation:  Workshops can be 60 – 90 minutes, which should be interactive and 
aim to provide participants with new skills applicable to Master Naturalist participants. 

• Field Presentation: Field Presentations can be up 2 hours and will be outdoors emphasizing 
natural history interpretation and field identification of wildlife and plants; or tour of nature 
centers, museums, demonstration gardens, natural areas, green infrastructure, and volunteer 
projects.  

• Poster Presentation: Posters will highlight volunteer projects to attendees.  Poster should be 
landscape in orientation and no larger than 4 x 3 feet.  They should include a poster title, author 
and abstract or overview. 



All presenters are welcome to submit a proposal for presentations. Presenters may include Master 
Naturalist Volunteers or Trainees, Natural Resource Professionals, PMN Member Organizations and 
program partners, naturalists and outdoor writers. 
 
Submission Requirements 
Individuals wishing to present in any of the above categories are invited to email a proposal abstract by 
June 23, 2017. Abstracts must include presenter’s name, presentation title, any affiliation, presenter 
contact information (mailing address, phone, email), and presentation format (oral, workshop, field or 
poster), and program description.  Abstracts should be up to 150 words (max) and submitted to 
enolt@pamasternaturalist.org. 
 
Additional information regarding the Annual Meeting: facilities, agenda, and registration will be 
available on the Pennsylvania Master Naturalist (http://pamasternaturalist.org) website by August.  
Presenters are responsible for conference registration if they attend for the day and their own travel; 
Presenters will not be charged if not attending the any of the day’s activities. 
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