
Pennsylvania Master Naturalist  

Annual Meeting and Graduation  
Saturday, November 11 

Welkinweir—Green Valleys Watershed Association  
Pottstown, PA 

8:00 –9:00 a.m. Registration / Continental Breakfast 

9:00 –9:45 a.m. Opening / Welcome / Program Updates / Graduation & Awards 

9:45-10:15 a.m. Introduction to Green Valleys Watershed Association: Victoria Laubach 
  

 Option 1  Option 2  Option 3 

Session 1 
10:20-11:15 a.m. 

Habitat Network: Inspiring Conserva-
tion Action One Backyard at a Time 

Megan Whatton 

Motus Wildlife Tracking System 
Alison Fetterman & Eric Hughes 

Session 2 
11:30-12:25 

Geology: The Keystones to  
PA Ecoregions  
Lori Davidson 

Counting Birds for  
Citizen Science Conservation  

Debbie Beer 

12:30-1:15 Lunch      

 Option 1  Option 2  Option 3 

Session 3 
1:20-2:15 

iNaturalist Presentation 

Session 4 
2:20-3:15 

Mt. Cuba Citizen Science  
Eileen Hazard 

Blue Mind 
Becky Whitson 

Bio-Acoustic Project  
(outdoor component) 

Eric Hughes 

closing Sharing projects/ CP Meeting/ Alumni Coordinator meeting 

Guide Nature/Birding Hike 



Session 1 
Habitat Network: Inspiring Conservation Action One Backyard at a Time, Megan Whatton  
Habitat Network is collaboration between The Nature Conservancy and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology to create a citizen science movement to explore 
how our collective efforts to transform yards and urban landscapes into more diverse habitat can support wildlife and connect people to nature in com-
munities around the world. It is a program to bring people together to restore the ecological function in residential urban and suburban landscapes and 
supports a growing network of practitioners who in turn support each other in taking meaningful conservation actions to transform their own backyards, 
neighborhoods, and communities into ecologically functional and beautiful landscapes. During this session participants will learn about this citizen sci-
ence project opportunity, how to use it and important ecological actions everyone can take in their own yards, school yards, churches or public spaces to 
build habitat, advance conservation, and protect our precious resources. 
 
Motus Wildlife Tracking System, Alison Fetterman & Eric Hughes  
In this section we will discuss the Motus Wildlife Tracking System, a project developed by Bird Studies Canada and Acadia University.  Motus utilizes an 
array of radio transmitters harnessed to small animals as well as a network of stationary radio receivers to track the animals’ movements.  Tagged ani-
mals range from birds to butterflies, and the data that is being collected offers conservationists and scientists valuable insight into the lives of the species 
of interest.  The focus of the presentation will be on the basics of the Motus system and its implementation at Welkinweir.  There will be a walk to the 
Motus receiver tower on the property which will examine the hardware involved in the collection of the transmitter data. 
 
Guided Nature/Birding Hike 
This walks should offer a nice challenge in the form of migrating raptors and warblers in their fall plumage. We will have field guides and binoculars availa-
ble to borrow. Welkinweir's trails are unpaved, and a few sections are rather steep, so sturdy hiking shoes are a must. 
 

Session 2 
Geology: The Keystones to PA Ecoregions, Lori Davidson 
This session will look at how geologists define the ecoregions and then look more in depth at how the geology impacts how the land is used by landscape 
architects, farmers, city/urban planners, historically (Native Americans/ early settlers), etc. 
 
Counting Birds for Citizen Science Conservation, Debbie Beer  
 
Mt. Cuba Citizen Science, Eileen Hazard 
Citizen Science at Mt Cuba Center – We are actively running 4 citizen science programs including:  a Pollinator Watch in the Trial Garden, a Native Orchid 
project, a bluebird box survey, and observation of fruit consumption in the gardens. This presentation includes an overview of Mt. Cuba Center, how we 
structure and run citizen science projects, and a brief overview of the results to-date (We have some pollinator and bluebird data.  We do not yet have 
orchid data, but can mention some of the native orchids we are scouting for in DE.) 



Session 3 
 
Blue Mind: Reinforcing Connections to the Natural World, Becky Whitson 
   
 
"Blue Mind" by Wallace J. Nichols is a study of the emotional, behavioral, psychological and physical connections that keep humans enchanted with the 
water of seas and oceans, lakes and rivers, even swimming pools and bathtubs. The blue mind of the book’s title refers to the neurological, psychological 
and emotional changes our brains experience when we are close to water. This session gives insights and ideas for using these insights to expand your 
repertoire of engaging nature experiences. Join us and walk away with much more than a blue glass marble to pass on to someone else! 
 
Bio-Acoustic Project, Eric Hughes 
In this section we will explore the remote audio recording station developed and used at Welkinweir.  The recordings taken from this station are being 
used to identify bird species present on the property and, using specialized software, to build models for the songs of certain bird species.  The presenta-
tion will include information on the construction of the station, detail the steps involved in model building, and review the current and future uses for the 
data collected by the recorder.  There will be a walk to the audio recording station on the property which will examine the hardware involved in the bioa-
coustic recording system. 
 


