
Keynote Address:  

Robert Mercer: “Volunteers and Collaborators a Success Story – 50 years at the Silver 
Lake Nature Center” 

Session 1:  

Lorraine Skala: “Earthship” 

The Silver Lake Earthship is the only one of its kind on the East Coast.  Built by 
volunteers using repurposed and readily available materials, an Earthship utilizes 
basic principles of our planet to provide comfortable housing and a much lighter 
footprint. Designed to be a “a ship that can sail on the Earth of tomorrow”, 
Earthships can provide food, water, shelter and sewage treatment – all off grid.  

Lynnette Saunders: “Designing with Native Plants” 

Attendees will learn why using native plants is so important and some basic 
design principles.  

Robert Mercer: Guided tour of Del Hass Woods 

Session 2: 

Mary Anne Borge: “The Natural Web” 

How do plants support the animal species with which they coexist, and what 
benefit do animals provide to plants in return?  What benefits do plants offer 
humans in terms of food, medicine, and building materials?  We’ll look at some 
specific plant species to understand their importance to all forms of life, from 
people, to insects, birds, mammals, and even fungi. 

Rebecca Whitson: “Ephemeral Art: More Than Just Mayflies” 

Tired of not being able to identify everything on your nature hikes? Refocus on a 
new objective and expand your thinking...and hiking to include ephemeral art! 
Guided by the creations of artist Andy Goldsworthy (and local students) learn to 
let go and create art which is intended to change over time. Leave the session 
with a guidebook of ideas, an opportunity to create and a new perspective on 
engaging people with nature in a fun and creative way.  

Session 3: 

Nancy Gaspari: “A World Beneath Our Feet: Life in the Soil Revealed!” 

One single teaspoon of soil can contain more beneficial microorganisms than 
there are people living in the entire world today. These amazing microscopic 
creatures feed and protect our plants, structure our soils, conserve water and 



even sequester carbon! But for many of us “Life in the Soil” is still a somewhat 
dark mystery. Join Nancy Gaspari, Pennsylvania Master Naturalist and Soil 
FoodWeb, Inc. intern, as she shares her work at Mt. Cuba Center and sheds some 
light on the Soil Food Web. 

 

Debbie Naha: “Wild Edible Plants of PA” 

Come for an informative and entertaining presentation of wild edible plants of 
Pennsylvania, followed by an outdoor walk.   Program will cover species 
identification, safety, look-alike plants, sustainable harvesting, nutrition, and 
how to incorporate wild plants into culinary dishes.  Attendees will be offered a 
taste of wild tea, and take home a wild recipe or two. Program provides a real 
world, relevant learning experience along with accurate, evidence-based 
information on the subject of wild edible plants of PA. 


